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SA07-002 
Water / Boating Safety 

 
 
 This past weekend the Division lost another soldier to an off-duty accident.  This is the 
third Soldier that was killed in a boating accident and it must be the last.  Although the 
locations were different, the circumstances surrounding this accident are the same (WEAK 
SWIMMERS AND NOT WEARING A PERSONAL FLOATATION DEVICE).  
 

As soldiers and leaders in the Army you are responsible for your actions and/or 
inactions that lead to or cause an accident.  Composite Risk Management is the standard for 
planning and executing all on and off duty missions or activities. Commanders must ensure 
that all leaders and Soldiers are trained to standard on the risk management process.  
Leadership engagement and Composite Risk Management are the most effective way to 
combat accidental loss of our Soldiers.  
 
FACTS: 

Most boating mishaps involve capsizing, falls overboard and collisions.  About 90% of 
all boating fatalities are caused by drowning, and in nearly all cases personal floatation 
device (PFD) were NOT used.  Boaters must maintain limits: limit the number of personnel in 
the boat to the recommended weight capacity, limit movement in the boat, and limit boating 
to safe weather/water conditions.  Always wear a life vest when boating and know the 
weather conditions for the day.  Here are a few other boating safety tips and recourses: 
 

• Wear proper clothing/(PFD) 
• Take a safe boater’s course 
• Ensure proper maintenance 
• Don’t overload 
• Avoid alcohol 
• Yield right of way   
• Be aware of others 
• Maintain a safe speed 
• Don’t loan to inexperienced operators 
 
 
 
 

    
  PLR 07043 Two 4ID SMs   PLR 07093 One 4ID SM 

Additional Information can be found at: 
• American Red Cross 
• Corps of Engineer  
• Coast Guard 
• Safe Boating Campaign 2007  
• Texas Safe Boating 
• Colorado Safety Boating 
• Oklahoma Boating Safety 
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http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.usace.army.mil/
http://www.uscg.mil/
http://www.safeboatingcampaign.net/
http://www.boat-ed.com/tx/index.htm
http://www.parks.state.co.us/boating
http://www.ok.gov/gsearch/search?q=boating+safety&entqr=1&ud=1&output=xml_no_dtd&sort=%3Ddate_3AD_3AL_3Ad1&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF-8&client=oklahoma&proxystylesheet=oklahoma&site=oklahoma

